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Face the facts

Extract from Face the Facts: Some Questions and Answers about Immigration, Refugees and Indigenous Affairs, Produced by the Acting Federal Race Discimination Commissioner 2001.

There are clear disparities between Indigenous and non-Indigenous Australians across all indicators of quality of life. Indigenous Australians experience the lowest standards of health, education, employment and housing, and are over-represented in the criminal justice system. The following facts demonstrate disparities in these five areas.
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Are Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people disadvantaged? 
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Issue 1:  Health

· Life expectancy for Indigenous people in the year 2000 is the same as it was for non-Indigenous Australians in 1900. Life expectancy in 1996 was estimated to be 56.9 years for Indigenous males and 61.7 years for Indigenous females, compared to estimates of 75.2 years for all Australian males and 81.1 years for all Australian females. 

· The death rates for Indigenous people exceeded those for all Australians in every age group, with the risk of death for those aged 35-54 being 6 to 8 times greater than the national average. 

· Indigenous infant mortality is 3-5 times higher than that for other Australian children. 

· Infectious diseases are 12 times higher among Indigenous people than the Australian average. 

· In 1997-98, the age standardised rate of hospitalisation for the Indigenous population was twice as high as that for the total Australian population (540 per 1,000 as compared with 291 per 1,000). 
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Issue 2: Education 

· Only 32% of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander children completed schooling compared with 73% of all Australian youth in 1998. 

· In 1996, 23.6% of Indigenous adults possessed post-school qualifications, compared with 40.2% of non-Indigenous adults. 

· Indigenous students are 1.3% of students in higher education. 40% of these are in non-degree courses such as diplomas and certificates, compared with 5% of non-Indigenous students.
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Issue 3: Employment 

· In 1996, 52.7% of Indigenous people aged 15 and over were in the labour force, compared with 61.9% of the total population of the same age group. 

· The unemployment rate at the time of the 1996 census was 23% for Indigenous adults, compared with 9% for non-Indigenous adults. 

· In 1996, 14.9% of all Indigenous employment was through participation in the Community Development Employment Projects (CDEP), which is a forerunner of the 'work for the dole' program. 

· The mean weekly income in 1996 for Indigenous individuals 15 years and over ($190) and families ($502) was lower than that for non-Indigenous individuals in the same age group ($292) and families ($730).
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Issue 4: Housing

· In 1996, only 31% of Indigenous families owned their own home compared with 71% of all Australian families. 

· In 1996, 17.8% of Indigenous households were overcrowded by accepted Australian standards, compared with 3.8% of other Australian households. Indigenous households occupied almost 50% of private dwellings with 10 or more occupants. 
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Issue 5: Criminal justice system 

· The imprisonment rate for Indigenous adults in 1997 was over 14 times that for non-Indigenous adults, with almost 19% of the adult prison population being identified as Indigenous. 

· In 1996, an Indigenous youth was 21 times more likely to be detained in custody than a non-Indigenous youth. In 1998, the rate of imprisonment for Indigenous males aged 20-29 was 1 in 20 compared to 1 in 200 for non-Indigenous males of the same age. 

· The Indigenous prisoner population has doubled since 1988, increasing by an average of 6.9% per annum, which is 1.7 times greater than the rate for the non-Indigenous prisoner population. 

· The number of Indigenous deaths in custody since the Royal Commission into Aboriginal Deaths in Custody has been 150% of the rate in the decade prior to the Commission. 17.2% of prison deaths in the 1990s have been Indigenous people, compared to 12.1% in the 1980s. 
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